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  EASTRAND RADIO CLUB 
Newsletter 

September 2025 

Flea  Market & Open day ………….. 4  October 

Space Week  ………………..........  3 to 9 October 

Bacar - 13 Rover event …………… 11 October 

JOTA / JOTI  …………………………….. 18 October 

November Club meeting ………. 8 November 

SARL 40 m Club Contest………. 22 November 

Connecting up Stephen’s QRM Eliminator 

And SDR switch………………… 29 November 

SARL Contest results 

From the Club Manager……………………….. 
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Amateur Radio                   

October  2025 

Our Club Chairman 

Chris ZS6COG 

thanked everyone 

for coming, and          

explained that the 

Eastrand Radio club 

is alive and well, and 

open for business, 

we starting to get 

some traction in all 

the right places.      

Nico ZS6QL thanked the ERC for the invite          5 watts, using 
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Flea Market and Club Open Day 

On 4 October 2025, the Eastrand radio club held its 2nd flea market for the year, and Open Day. 

The event was well attended by club members, new and old, the open day was a chance for old and new to get together, a chance to rekindle 

some old relationships, and bring out the spirit of Amateur radio on the Eastrand. One of the highlights was that Nico ZS6QL and Guy ZS6GUY from 

the SARL attended. Various clubs also attended, namely the AWA, EARS, KARTS, the Pretoria ARC and the Westrand Radio Club, the “Cable Guy”  

Pieter ZS6PJE was selling his co-ax bundles and some very nice plastic  enclosures.  

Francois ZS6COI and Judy ZS6JDY made up some tasty boerie rolls, and restocked the freezer with some cold drinks, which were well received.         

The morning was rainy and rather cool, but this did nothing to stop the crowds from gathering, and could not dampen the spirits of those            

attending.  Stephen ZS6SKY provided the music, while Wayne ZS6ORB was busy showcasing the club, we had our club shirts on display, with our 

previous news letters for the year.  

Just as quickly as the flea market got rolling, it was over, and time to start planning for our next activity, October was to prove to be a very busy 

month. 
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SARL QRP Contest
It was nice to see the Hamnet guys also, Diederich, Henry                  

Hannes, Maud & Wim. Raj was also spotted…………. 
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Space week - 3 to 9 October 

Stephen ZS6SKY and Wayne ZS6ORB took part in the ARISS SSTV event from                        

4 October in the evening, Wayne submitted his pictures, and got sent another 

SSTV award. Well done Wayne. 
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5 

 

October 2025 

BACAR 13 - Rover Event - 11 October 2025 

The Eastrand Radio Club’s participation in this years Bacar event, was  limited to 

showing the Rovers at Arrowe Park how to track the balloon and receive SSTV 

from the balloon. Stephen took point on this, as Wayne was away at a wedding. 

Stephen arrived at Arrowe Park at around 7 am, meeting Peter from the Rovers a 

little later. 

Stephen set up to track the ADS-B transponder on 1090 Mhz, and to receive SSTV 

on the 2m and 70 cm frequencies. We set up my 8 element collinear antenna on a 

6 m pole, but never got one position from the BACAR. Shortly after lift off, we 

started receiving SSTV pictures from BACAR 13, firstly on UHF, after having tried a 

few times on 2 meters, Peter was using my original, but repaired tape measure 

antenna, and was a fast learner, after a crash coarse in tracking the balloon.                 

We were able to receive ZS6JRC, pictures from the onboard camera, looking         

downwards from the balloon capsule, also showing the dropping temperature. 
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Pictures were received using the  robot 

36 app on our cell phones, recording 

the SSTV audio being received on our 

Baofeng portable radio’s on both 2 m 

and 70 cm’s now. Peter enjoyed the 

morning  and another lady Rover joined 

our group a bit later, we were also able 

to show her how to receive the sstv 

signal, using a pre-recorded sstv  audio 

clip.  

Great fun was had at the clubhouse, 

and  Stephen submitted some of our 

pictures, and a write up to the Secunda 

Amateur Radio clubs feedback site afterwards…... 
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The club took part in the SARL 40 meter Club contest on 26 July, 

from 4 to 5 pm in the afternoon. The weather was cool, but not 

too cold till the evening. Dave, Elaine, Mike, Stephen, Timothe and 

Wayne attended. We used the clubs FT101Z radio, with Wayne’s 

SDR and SDR switch. We managed                     40 - 45 contacts in 

the hour, We got contacts from ZS2 , 3, 4, 5 and of course ZS6 

Even managing to work Frank, ZS6FN, thanks Frank  

and the FT101Z performed really well 

October 2025 
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Our club secretary Judy ZS6JDY paid our SARL membership 

in August, so our club is still a member of the SARL 

The Eastrand Club ran the Radio base at the Club house for the October 2025 Jamboree on the air…. 

We had HF and 2 meter radio’s running. Nigel ZS6RN from Hamnet ran the ever popular Battleships 

which again was a great hit this year. We had about 60 scouts that were on the air, between Saturday 

and Sunday.                        

Thanks to the guys at Hamnet 

for letting the club run the 

radio base this year, it was 

great to have the Hamnet 

guys available to assist us if 

we ran into any 

issues though.               

Here’s Nigel       

giving out                    

instructions to the 

Battleship                      

warriors. 
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8 November Club Meeting 

At our November club meeting, we assisted newly licensed Ferdi ZS6FER with his mobile antenna installation on 

his bakkie, that was causing interference on his after fitment Tablet Radio, installed in the dash, moving his  

antenna from the left front fender, to the right rear of the bakkie, using a mag mount, we tested various                   

positions, and options, including other antenna’s, till we could eliminate the interference. We also had a visitor 

from the CB Radio group, and another old ERB member popping round in the afternoon, even had a QSO with 

someone on the air, looking forward to many more of these meet ups in the New Year. 
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SARL 40 m Club Contest - 22 November With the SARL’s 40 meter contest around the corner, the Club got a “Secret 

Weapon” in the form of an invite to Wynand Wolmarans V51WW, who just 

happened to be in Johannesburg for a 2 week visit. Wynand jumped at the 

opportunity to come out to the club, said he wanted to man the club        

station, but had plans to not only take part, but to win this leg of the        

contest. Wynand spent Friday afternoon, till Sunday at ZS6SKY’s QTH. 

Wynand wanted us to build a 2 element inverted V for 40 meters, to this 

end, we visited the club amid rain on Friday afternoon 21 November, and 

arrived on Saturday morning early, to start the build. The day was very well 

attended. Dave, Mario, Timothe, Stephen, Wayne and Wynand, But the 

weather wasn’t playing along, with Thunderstorms developing in the early 

afternoon. When the rain came, did they come, flooding out our grounds, 

The Thunder and lightning was terrible, Wynand’s Icom had a very difficult 

time seeking our the signals, in the noise and static. The boom was over           

8 meters, and Timothe had a brain-wave, as to how to lift the antenna,             

Stephen installed a 2nd pully on the tower, and 4 sets of ropes were used to 

hoist the antenna, which comprised of Wayne’s inverted V for 40 m’s, acting 

as the “Director” and Stephen’s 40 m inverted V antenna detuned, and 

acting as a “Reflector” Wynand wanted us to point the antenna towards                                        

the South, betting on getting more coastal contacts.                                                                         

When the contest started, we made contact with stations                                                                      

in Durban, Pietermaritzburg, and Port Elizabeth. 

Working conditions were very poor and                                                                               

contacts very difficult, Wynand operated like                                                                       

a master on the air, using our club call ZS6ERB 
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Wynand, V51WW, operating ZS6ERB 

have 

goo 7 

of the 

8 ra-

dio ba-

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 
2

0
2

5
 

We claimed a score of 90 points on this leg of the contest 

We came 5th out of 39 submissions, and 11th out 

of the 13 Club submissions. But the main thing is, 

the Eastrand Club is on the map again. 
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The club came 11th, out of 101 overall entries submitted, and 9th overall for 2025 What is clear from the scores, is we need more operators, and we need these 

multiple operators all operating together, on different frequencies, and at the 

same time, from different locations, we require better planning, and much                

more participation from members. then we’d stand a better chance, but we             

still made it onto the scoresheet, which is again putting the club on the map.  

       29 November at the Club 

29 November was spent at the                     

Clubhouse, Wayne ZS6ORB assisting                 

Stephen in making up the necessary                 

fly-leads and connections to connect     

Stephen’s new QRM Eliminator and 

SDR switch to Stephen’s Icom.  

National Rover Moot 

A lot of preparation went into preparing for the National          

Rover Moot to be held on Saturday afternoon 13 December, 

our club was invited to present a Radio Base at the 4 day 

event, culminating with the rovers visiting our Radio Base on 

Saturday afternoon. The Rovers were expecting over 100             

Rovers to book for the camp, which would have run over         

4 to 5 days. 

Wayne, the clubs Planner, planned a Technology review as the 

theme, and included the following systems for demo at the 

event: GOES Weather Satellite system, a Sat Rover system,            

to be demo’d by Ronald ZS6RVC, an HF Radio set up, with                

contacts on stand by, and ADS-B aircraft tracking. imported 

equipment, and also bought a SAT PAK antenna system locally 

from a ham in Pretoria. We also invited the SARL to join us for 

the afternoon. The President of the SARL contacted me after 

various internal meetings with council, to advise that the SARL 

would be donating a gazebo to the club, as part of the SARL’s 

“Giving back to the Clubs” campaign.  
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Rover Moot gets MUTED 

Entries for the event were coming in very slowly, and early indications indicated, that the event may need to be cancelled. All was going well from the clubs 

side, equipment had arrived, and was being set up and tested, the weather was again not playing along, with bad weather expected for the weekend, Peter 

from the local Rover organizing committee advised us on Monday morning 8 December, that the event had been cancelled, due to too little confirmed entries, 

and camp fees being paid in advance. 

Guy ZS6GUY collected the clubs new Gazebo on Thursday, and Guy and Nico delivered our new Gazebo on Saturday, as promised, it proved to be a cold 

and wet afternoon, but undeterred the team was at the clubhouse to host the President and Vice President  

Saturday 13 December, was also the ARRL’s 10 meter DX Contest, we’d not planned on taking part, as we’d planned being too busy with the Rover event, but 

we had our HF station on the air, and were able to make some contacts on 10 meters…. 

A note from the Club Manager 

Hi all 

Looking back on 2025, and where the club has come from, or rather let me rephrase, where the club has gone, I think we’ve had a great journey, since stepping 

in to assist in October 2024, Wayne and I have been very busy, getting the club going again, this included smoothing the muddy waters, and clearing a new path 

for the club at Arrowe Park, getting to know the Rover and Scouts leadership, building synergies between ourselves, the club, Hamnet, the scouts and the                

rovers, engaging where we could with members and ex members, below is an AI generated review of our activities for 2025. 

A Year of Signal and Spirit: The East Rand Radio Club’s 2025 Journey 

Looking back at 2025, it’s clear that the East Rand Radio Club hasn't just been "on the air" we’ve been on the move. From mountain peaks to local scout parks, 

our members have demonstrated the true spirit of amateur radio: community, technical skill, and a fair bit of grit. 

The Early Surge: Contests and Community 

We wasted no time getting started. On January 11, we kicked off the year with a "rekkie" trip to Dick’s house on the mountain outside Nigel, followed                          

immediately by the VHF/UHF contest. The technical momentum continued with a maintenance day on January 18, where Wayne flew the club flag during the 

SARL QRP contest. followed immediately by the VHF/UHF contest. The technical momentum continued with a maintenance day on January 18, where Wayne 

flew the club flag during the SARL QRP contest. 

By the end of the month, we proved our efficiency during the first leg of the SARL 40m Club Contest, racking up an impressive 34 contacts in just 60 minutes. 
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One of the major highlights of 2025 was our commitment to bringing hams together. 

February 1: Our first Flea Market of the year was a resounding success, drawing a healthy crowd and several newcomers to the hobby. 

October 4: Following a massive advertising push across local clubs, our second Flea Market and Open Day was even bigger. We were thrilled to welcome visitors 

from as far as Pretoria, proving that the East Rand is a destination for radio enthusiasts. 

 

Building Bridges (and Repeaters) 

In February, we hosted the KARTS team for their monthly meeting, a collaborative effort we plan to grow in the future. This spirit of connectivity led to the 

launch of our Zello group, which now allows members to cross-link via the KARTS repeater or use a closed Zello channel on Tuesday evenings. 

 

Speaking of repeaters, September 6 was a massive technical milestone. Alongside Francois (ZS6COI) and Stephen (ZS6SKY), we assembled the club repeater into 

its new cabinet. With cavities serviced by Web Industries and the Kenwood unit tuned by Bi Com, we loaded the entire rig, including a 4-stack and support 

pole—onto Francois’s truck.  We transported it to a farm site sitting at 1,750 meters.  

We still  haven't managed to get the repeater operational by year-end. I take this delay as a personal failure, but it remains a top priority as we move into 2026. 

 

Training the Next Generation 

A club is only as strong as its members, and 2025 was a big year for the RAE candidates. We held HF assessment training in March, leading to Timothe                

passing his assessment on May 3. Later in the year, Ferdi also stepped up for his HF training. With Ferdi getting his ticket in October. 

We also kept our hands busy with practical workshops, including an Inverted V antenna build on 24 May.  

                                                                                                                                                                           Find out more about Wayne’s QRM Eliminator MOD, and why he                     

                                                                                                                                                                                   thinks its necessary, visit us at the Eastrand Radio Club 
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The East Rand Radio Club remained a pillar of the community, assisting with: 

 

Dis-Chem Ride for Sight (Feb 16) 

 

Hamnet Scout Kontiki at Arrowe Park (May) 

 

Scout Hike at Klipriversberg Nature Reserve (Aug 30) 

 

JOTA/JOTI Event (Oct 18-19), where we ran the Radio Base. 

 

The Contest Grind 

From SOTA "Queens of the Mountains" in June to the Newbie QSO Party and ISS Event in July, our members were constantly active.                          

Our performance in the SARL 40m Club Contest on July 26 was a standout, where we pushed our limits to manage 40 to 45 contacts in a                      

single hour. 

We rounded out the year with the FT4 contest in September, an SSTV event in October, and the ARRL HF DX contest on December 13. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Thanks to our Secretary, Judy (ZS6JDY), our SARL membership is fully paid up, ensuring we remain a vital part of the national radio body.             

While the cancellation of the Rover Moot in December was a disappointment, it doesn't overshadow what has been an incredible year of 

growth. 

 

Wow, quite a year indeed! 

 



 18 

Ea
st

ra
n

d
 R

ad
io

 C
lu

b
 N

ew
sl

e
tt

e
r 

 

Club Repeater 

After passing the RAE in May, Wayne took it apon himself to start doing online RAE lessons for the October exam candidates, although this news is not club      

specific, Wayne is assisting the Sandton RAE candidates, and thus far, student comments are that Wayne’s training methods and guidance are of great value to 

them. Again putting the club out there. so come say hi to us some time soon, we really looking forward to meeting and seeing you soon, stay tuned, watch our 

ERB Carrier Whatsapp group for updates on our activities, help out where you can, help us grow, we can’t do it without you. 

I’d like to thank our committee and my management team for their hard work thus far this year, and everyone who cam our, attended our meetings and get 

togethers, all those who assisted the club this year 

                                                                                  …………………you guys and Girl’s  are amazing………… 

 

 

 


